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6 @ CLAIRE ARKAS

NOTES on the CIRCLE of LIFE

YASAM DONGUSU NOTLARI

Claire Arkas eserlerinde 1sik, renk ve devinim birlikteliginin yansittigi cosku
izleyeni sariyor. Sanatci doganin sundudu zengin gorsellige 6zellikle
odaklaniyor. Onun icin de doga, yasami anlamlandiran ve insana umut
asllayan 6nemli bir etken olmali. Gékylzinin mavi enginliginde hafifce
salinan yapraklar, palmiyelerin gélgeledigi havuzlar, istanbul’da kentsel
dokuyu betimlerken de yesilliklerin ardindan gériilen manzaralar sanatginin
dogaya yaptigi vurgu ile énceligi doganin gérkemine verdiginin isaretlerini
veriyor.

Bu sergisinde de konu yelpazesini, istanbul manzaralarinin yani sira,
bahgeler, doga kesitleri, insan-doga birlikteligini yansitan plaj gortntmleri,
gezip gordligu kentlerde etkilendigi mimari eserler, yasam cevresine ait i¢
mekan goérunimleri ve figUrler olusturuyor.

“Camlica Tepesinden Istanbul Manzarasi”, “Sonbaharda Fatih Korusu'ndan
Kopri Manzaras!”, “Anadolu Yakasindan Bogaz Manzarasi” konulu eserleri
panoramik diyebilecedimiz istanbul peyzajlan. “Camlica Tepesinden istanbul
Manzarasi”’nda Camlica Tepesinde bir seyir terasindaki iki figlr dnlerinde
uzanan manzaray! seyretmekteler. istanbul’un iki yakasini Bogazin masmavi
sular ayinyor. Kopri celikten bir kusak olarak iki yakayr bagliyor. Sanatci
on plandaki agaclarin ardinda kopriyl, baglanti yollarini, gékdelenleri,
farkll boyutlardaki yapilar islek, soyutlayici firca vuruslariyla betimlemis.
Bdylece mega kentin blnyesinde tasidigi hiz ve dinamizmi goérsellige
ddnlstlrmeyi basarmis. “Sonbaharda Fatih Korusu'ndan Képrii Manzarasi”
konulu eserinde de benzer bir yaklasim gériiyoruz. Ancak bu kez sanatcinin
kompozisyonun 6n planina aldigi gérsellige 6zellikle odaklanmis. Rizgarla
kipirdayan dallar sonbahar renklerine buriinen yapraklar hareketlendirmis.
Boylece olusan renk armonisi ve devinim bakislarimizi Uzerinde topluyor.
Kopri, kente bakis ikincil dnemde goriiniyor.“Anadolu Hisan Mahallesinde
Subat Ay1” konulu tabloda Bogaza nazir evin bahgesindeki agaclar kuru
dallari ile gériinimi énceliyor. Disavurumcu anlatim dal kivrimlarinin gégi ag
gibi sanigindaki hareketle belirgin. Bu eserde kis mevsiminin insan ruhunda
yarattigi melankoli ifade edilmis diyebiliriz. Sanatcinin dogaya bakisinda i¢
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use of abstracting, exhaustive, diligent brushstrokes and a rich color palette. The
artist takes a closer look at the leaves in Strelitzias, Everywhere, which evoke the
nature’s rhythm, its energy and the whisperings of the wind.

Ripples of light and color, the reflections on the water, or the refractions of light,
which were thoroughly studied by the artist in her “Poolside” themed works,
are now observed in Reflection from Ciftlikkdy, Kalamarya and Reflection from
Kalamarya on the Summer Table. The light illuminating the room reverberates in
the billowing sea. The sudden change of lights creates pulsating shadows. The
artist, who reflects the movement in the steadiness, underlines what's instant and
volatile.

“l like the line, which is perhaps why I’'m drawn to architecture,” says Claire Arkas.
Her care and mastery while illustrating the facades, the interiors of historical
monuments and the streets show us the importance she gives to drawing. After
sketching her subjects in situ with a pencil, the artist colors her work either with
watercolor, pastel, charcoal, gouache or a combination of these; yet preserves
the initial lines, which she regards as the memory of painting.

Sunset is a work that merits special mention. Horizontal and vertical axes split the
composition into fragments. At first glance, it looks as we are inside, looking out.
But then we realize that the artist has ruled out the depth and brought the outside
on the same plane as the inside. The spaces interconnect with reflections, as
the artist’s depiction gets sketchy and reductive. We see a similar pursuit of
expression in her work, titled Dining Hall Behind the Glass and Reflections of Art.

As for the figurative compositions, the artist’s self-portrait is the first work that
grabs our attention. In the Portrait of a Tenacious Woman at the Studio, we see a
painter in the safe space of her atelier, who is happy with what she is doing. In her
Portrait of a Woman with a Yearning, she captures an inkling of the model’s inner
world; the young woman is contemplative, gazing vacantly into the distance.
Surrendering has a psychological dimension to it. The artist must have ascribed
a symbolic meaning to the mask in the composition. The work suggests the
emotional state of a woman, who is finally by herself after taking off the mask/the
guise she has needed to face the world.

The variety of colors in her palette; her diligent, masterful brushstrokes and her
works, which seem to be executed at one stretch prove the artist’s power of
rendition. She is not holding herself back from new pursuits to develop her art.
The interrogating and enquiring gaze of Claire Arkas towards nature, the habitat,
her own surroundings and inner world are incarnated in her works, where they
find their meaning.

Sema Kosan
August 2021

diunyasindan yansimalar soyutlayici, buttini kavrayici, islek firca vuruslar ve
zengin renk paleti ile ifadesini buluyor. “Her Yerde Sterlice” adli eserinde daha
yakin plandan baktidi yapraklarin deviniminde doganin ritmini, enerjisini,
rizgarin fisiltisini hissediyoruz.

Sanatcinin “Havuz” temali islerinde &zellikle irdeledigi su ylzeyindeki I1sik-
renk titresimleri, yansimalar, isik kirimalar bu kez “Ciftlikkdy Kalamarya’'dan
Yansima” ve “Yaz Sofrasinda Kalamarya’dan Yansima” konulu eserlerinde
karsimiza cikiyor. Mekani aydinlatan lambalarin 1$1g1 gecenin karanliginda
suda deviniyor. Isik yansimalarinin anlik degisimi ile figlrlerin titresimli
gOlgeleri yine duraganlik icindeki hareketi yansitirken sanatci anlik olana,
degisken olana vurgu yapiyor.

Claire Arkas, “Cizgiyi seviyorum belki ondan mimariye y6neliyorum” diyor.
Desene verdigi énemi tarihi yapilarin cephelerini, iclerini, sokaklar gizerken
gosterdigi 6zende, ustalikta goriyoruz. Kursun kalemle, yerinde calisarak
eserini olusturmasinin ardindan suluboya, pastel, flizen veya guaj ile-bu
boyalarin biri veya bir kaci ile- boyasa da resmin hafizasi olarak gérdigu
cizgileri resmin Uzerinde muhafaza ediyor.

“Gun Batmi” tablosu 6zellikle vurgulanmasi gereken bir eseri. Yatay ve
dikey yénelimler kompozisyonu kendi icinde béliimlere ayrimis. ik bakista
ic mekandan disariya bakis séz konusu gibi. Ancak daha sonra sanatcinin
derinligi g6z ardi ederek icerisini ve disarisini ayni dlizlemde bulusturdugunu
goriyoruz. Yansimalarla i¢ ice gecmis mekanlar, yizeyci-soyutlayici anlatimina
evriliyor. “Cam Ardindan Yemek Salonu ve Sanattan Yansimalar” konulu
isinde de benzer ifade arayislarini goriiyoruz.

Figurli kompozisyonlarina deginirsek, o6ncelikle otoportresi dikkatimizi
cekiyor. “Atélyede Kararll Kadin” da glvenli ortaminda atélyesinde, yaptigi
isten mutluluk duyan bir ressami gdriiyoruz. Figlrlli kompozisyonlarindan
“Ozlem Duyan Kadin Portresi’nde modelinin i¢ diinyasindan ipuclar yakaliyor.
Geng kadinin bakislari dalgin, distinceli. “Teslimiyet” de psikolojik boyutlu
bir eseri. Burada sanat¢l maskeye sembolik bir anlam yikltyor olmali. Resim
cevreye karsi takinmaya gereksinim duyulan maskeyi/cehreyi bir kenara atip
yalniz kaldiginda gen¢ kadinin duygu durumuna isaret ediyor.

Paletindeki renk cesitliligi, islek, usta firca vuruslan yer yer bir cirpida
clkmis izlenimi veren eserleri icra glicini kanithyor. Resmini gelistirmek
icin arayislarini sirdirmekten ¢ekinmiyor. Claire Arkas’'in dogaya, yasam
alanlarina, gevresine, i¢ dunyasina yonelik sorgulayici, arastirici bakislari
eserlerinde ete kemige birlniyor, anlam ve vicut buluyor.

Sema Kosan
Agustos 2021
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Anadoluhisari Mahallesi’nden Subat Ay / February in the Vicinity of Anadoluhisari
Tuval (zeri akrilik / Acyrlic on canvas,

Anadolu Yakasi’ndan Bogaz Manzarasi / Bosphorus View from the Anatolian Side
125x105 cm, 2021

Kadit Uzeri pastel, akrilik / Pastel on paper, acrylic,
45,5x61 cm, 2021
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Camlica Tepesi’nden lstanbul Manzarasi / View of Istanbul from Camiica Hill Sonbaharda Fatih Korusu’ndan Képri Manzarasi / View of the Bridge from the Fatih Grove in Autumn
Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrlic on papet, Kagit lzeri akrilik / Acyrlic on paper,
107x124 cm, 2020 104x121 cm, 2020
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Cam Ardindan Yemek Salonu ve Sanattan Yansimalar / Dining Hall Behind the Glass and Reflections of Art
Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrlic on paper,
70x100 cm, 2021
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Heryerde Starlice / Strelitzias, Everywhere Palmiye Ardindan Yaz Vaadi / The Promise of Summer Behind the Palm Tree
Tuval tizeri yaglhiboya / Oil on canvas, Tuval (zeri akrilik, yagliboya / Acyrlic and oil on canvas,
150x130 cm, 2019 100x80 cm, 2021
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Ciftlikkdy, Kalamarya’dan Yansima / Reflection from Ciftlikkoy, Kalamarya Yaz Sofrasinda Kalamarya’'dan Yansima / Reflection from Kalamarya on the Summer Table
Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrilic on paper,

Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrlic on paper,
70x100 cm, 2020 70x100 cm, 2021
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Riva Istanbul / Riva, Istanbul
Kagit (zeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,
36x51 cm, 2020
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Boyalik Plaji, Cesme / The Beach of Boyalik, Cesme Boyalik Plaji’'nda Cocuklar / Kids on the Beach of Boyalik
Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrilic on paper, Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrlic on paper,
56x76 cm, 2020 56x76 cm, 2020
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Bahce, Urla / Garden, Urla Gécek'te Agacl Tepeler / Wooded Hills in Gbcek
Kagit (zeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper, Kagit (zeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,
51x36 cm, 2020

36x51 cm, 2019



30  CLAIRE ARKAS CLAIRE ARKAS 31

Teslimiyet / Surrendering Modizik Dinleyen Kadin Portresi / Portrait of a Woman Listening to Music
Tuval tizeri yaglhiboya / Oil on canvas, Kadit Uzeri akrilik / Acyrilic on paper,
125x90 cm, 2019 100x70 cm, 2020
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Ozlem Duyan Kadin Portresi / Portrait of a Woman with a Yearing Atélyede Kararli Kadin Portresi / Portrait of a Tenacious Woman at the Studio
Tuval (zeri yaghboya / Oil on canvas,

Tuval Uzeri yaghboya / Oil on canvas,
90x70 cm, 2020 100x80 cm, 2020
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CLAIRE ARKAS @ 35

Modizikle Dagiincelere Dalan Kadin Portresi / Portrait of a Woman Contemplating with Music
Kagit (zeri akrilik / Acyrilic on paper,

Tath Ugras Bozan / An Endearing Nuisance
100x70 cm, 2020

Tuval (zeri yagliboya / Oil on ¢,anvas,
100x80 cm, 2019
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Trajik “Berenice’nin Bukleleri” Heykeli / Tragic Sculpture of “Berenice’s Locks” Kirilgan “Nude with a Tortoise” Heykeli / Fragile Sculpture of “Nude with a Tortoise”
Kagit tizeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,

Kagit tizeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,
51x36 cm, 2020 51x36 cm, 2020
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Ciutat de les Arts i les Ciencies, Valencia / City of Art and Sciences, Valencia Principe Felipe Bilim Mdzesi, Valencia / Principe Felipe Sciense Museum, Valencia
Kagit tizeri suluboya, renkli kalem / Watercolor and colored pencil on paper, Kagit tzeri suluboya, renkli kalem / Watercolor and colored pencil on paper,
35,6x51 cm, 2021 35,6x51 cm, 2021
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Valencia Opera Binasi / Opera Building in Valencia Casa Batllé, Barselona / Casa Batlld, Barcelona
Kagit tizeri suluboya, renkli kalem / Watercolor and colored pencil on paper, Kagit tizeri guaj / Gouache on paper,
35,5x51 cm, 2021 56x76 cm, 2021
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Valencia Merkezinde Tarihi Bina / Historical Building in the Downtown of Valencia Calle Clara, Valencia / Calle Clara, Valencia
Kagit tizeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,

Kagit tizeri suluboya / Watercolor on paper,
35,5x51 cm, 2021 51x35,5 cm, 2021
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Mare de Deu Meydani, Valencia / Pl de la Mare de Deu, Valencia Valencia Katedrali / Valencia Cathedral
Kagit (zeri karakalem / Pencil drawing on paper, Kagit tizeri karakalem / Pencil drawing on paper,
40x29 cm, 2021 29x40 cm, 2021
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Sari Isik / Golden Light Sari Isik / Golden Light
Kagit teri suluboya / Watercolor on paper, Litografi / Litography,

51x36 cm, 2019 64,5x49 cm, 2020
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Maviye Yolculuk / Voyage into the Blue
Litografi / Litography,
67x51 cm, 2020

Saint-Séverin Klisesi, Paris / Saint-Séverin Church, Paris Klise Cephesi, Paris / Church Fagade, Paris
Litografi / Litography, Litografi / Litography,
64x48,5 cm, 2019 64x48,5 cm, 2019
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1978 yilinda izmir'de dogdu.
1997-1999 yillar arasinda Isvigre Sierre’deki “Ecole Cantonale d’ Arts du Valais”in hazirlik kismini tamamladi.

2000-2003 vyillar arasinda Paris’te, “Ecole Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts"da egitimini strdUrd(.
Resim,gravir ve tasbaski Uzerine yogunlasti. Biri yurt disinda, dérdii izmir'de, besi istanbul’da ve biri
Ankara’da olmak Uzere toplam 11 sergi act.

2004 Sakiz Adas! Resim Mizesi, Yunanistan. 2007 Begim Sanat Galerisi Kisisle Sergj, izmir. 2008 Artium
Sanat Evi Kisisel Serg, Istanbul. 2009 Ekavart Gallery ‘Kirlgan Yansimalar’ Kisisel Sergi, izmir. 2009 Adnan
Franko Sanat Galerisi ‘Kinigan Yansimalar’ Kisisel Sergi, izmir. 2012 Ekavart Gallery “Yasam Arsivi’ Kisisel
Sergj, Istanbul. 2013 Art Shop Sanat Galerisi, Kisisel Sergi, Alagati. 2014 Bilkent Universitesi Kiitiphane
Sanat Galerisi Kisisel Sergi, Ankara. 2016 Art Shop Sanat Galerisi Kisisel Sergi, izmir. 2017 Art Shop
Sanat Galerisi ‘Yiizlesme’ Kisisel Sergi, istanbul, 2019 Imoga Art Space “Cam /Can Kirklan” Kisisel Sergi,
Istanbul.
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